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Next Meeting: Every 1S Sunday at Good Shepherd Catholic Community, 1000 Tinker Road, Colleyville, TX 76034

 Initial formation starts at 12:30, with the regular meeting starting at 1:30 pm and ending at 4 pm.

Upcoming Events
5/1 Regular fraternity meeting

5/21 Regular Council Meeting

6/5 Regular fraternity meeting

T
his meeting of ours", said the Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI at

the beginning of his remarks, "tones in well with my

pilgrimage to the Holy Shroud, in which we can read all the

drama of suffering but also, in the light of Christ's Resurrection,

the full meaning this has for the redemption of the world".

 Speaking of St. Giuseppe Cottolengo, Benedict noted that,

"though traversing dramatic moments in his life, he always faced

events with serene trust. Attentive to perceiving the signs of God's

paternity, he recognised the Lord's presence and mercy in all

situations and, in the poor, saw the most familiar image of His

greatness".

“From the very beginning, the basic foundation of his work was

the exercise of Christian charity towards

everyone, which enabled him to recognise

great dignity in all men and women, even

those on the margins of society. ... Thus for

this saint, taking on the burden of so much

human suffering meant creating close,

familiar and spontaneous relationships,

founding structures capable of expressing

such closeness with a family-like

atmosphere that still continues today".

The Pope assured the sick people that they

have an important mission. "Living your

sufferings in union with the crucified and

risen Christ, you participate in the mystery

of His suffering for the salvation of the

world", he said. "Offering our pain to God

through Christ, we can share in the victory

of good over evil, because God makes our

offering, our act of love, fruitful".

And he went on: "This house is one of the

fruits born from the cross and resurrection

of Christ, and it shows that suffering, evil

and death do not have the last word,

because life can arise again from death and suffering".

"In this place", the Holy Father concluded, "we can better

understand that, if the passion of man was assumed by Christ in

His Passion, nothing will be lost. The message of this solemn

exposition of the Holy Shroud ('Passio Christi - Passio hominis') is

particularly evident here".
Pope Benedict XVI

 May 2, 2010 Address to sick people in the church of the Little House of Divine

Providence, founded in 1832 in the suburbs of Turin by St. Giuseppe Benedetto Cottolengo
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Action Items for Immaculata Fraternity

Consider allowing yourself to be

nominated, and consider nominating

someone for Regional office.

Current Events
Elections upcoming forLos Tres

Compañeros region.  Elections are coming

soon.  Please consider how God is calling

you to be of particular service to your

brother and sister Franciscans and consider

helping to animate the fraternity by being

willing to be on the ballot.  The Regional

elections will be in just a few months  See

Coming of the Holy Spirit on the Disciples

window in the Seville Cathedral

SFO Rule No. 12: Witnessing to the good yet to come and obliged to acquire purity of heart because of the vocation they have embraced,

they should set themselves free to love God and their brothers and sisters.



Carol Lieser, 

Immaculata Minister

Christ on the Cross between Mary and St John by Albrecht Altdorfer c. 1512,

Limewood, 102 x 116 cm, Staatliche Museen, Kassel

the discussion later in this newsletter about these offices.  Also, if

you would like to nominate someone for one of the regional office,

you will need to do so at the chapter when elections will occur.

Minister’s Letter

A Tribute to our Mothers: Loving

Connections for our Life Journey

May is a month of many beautiful

events. Among graduations, holidays,

and the end of school year events, we

especially remember our mothers:  that

means, of course, that we celebrate our

natural moms and our Mother Mary.

There is nothing as special, and nothing that can compete with the

heart of a good mother. 

How do you think of your own mother? Living on this earth, with

so many human differences that may occur, we realize some of us

have good memories of her, while others may not have had such

a blessing. What is the primary

thing that comes to mind when

you think of your mother? Was

she caring, protecting, teaching,

and loving? Was she a kind or a

rigid disciplinarian? Was she

present to you or a bit

distracted? Was she absent, due

to  life circumstances or because

of a choice to be so? Much of our

adult life has been formed by

our mothers or the mother

figure in our families. For good

or for bad, we each have some

type of experience of mom and a

connection with her that is not

only genetic, but also physical

and emotional. From her, we

formed the framework for how

to treat others and how to

connect with our own children,

families and friends. 

Have you ever considered the motherly role of Mary? When

Christ looked down from the Cross, He said to John: ‘Behold your

mother’ and He said to Mary, ‘behold your son.’ In those words,

we were graced with the gift of Mary as our Mother. We became

the adopted child of God, a member of the heavenly family. In a

very personal way, we are invited into this special relationship

with Mary. In a unique way, we have a perfect mother and a

model that shows us how to love. She demonstrates a way to form

our connections to others. 

Sacred Scripture does not reveal a lot about Mary, but there is

much implicitly known. Our heavenly Mother is a model of many

excellent things. In her humility and obedience, she accepted her

call to provide human life to Jesus. In her desire to protect her

baby, she and Joseph fled to Egypt. In her worries for where He

had gone, she frantically searched for the then about - 12 - year -

old Jesus, only to find him at the temple teaching, “being about the

work of His Heavenly Father”. In her recognition of His gifts and

with evident support of Him and belief in His  call to know what

needed to be done, we read at the events of the wedding at Cana.

She told them “to do whatever he asks.” At His crucifixion and

death, she demonstrated her fierce love and care for Jesus, her

child, by staying close and ensuring that He had a burial place

through the gift of Joseph of Arimathea. She was among the first

to realize He was risen. When checking His tomb, she and the

other women found His body was gone and she, with them,

hastened to spread this news to the disciples. In all these things,

she demonstrated great love for Her Son and a motherly sacrifice

for the good of her child. 

These are the kinds of things she, as Our Mother, does for us.

Have you ever felt the need to be held close, to be protected, to be

supported, or to be cared for? Your natural mother perhaps has

done all of that for you, but Mary also does these things for each

one, just as she did for Jesus. This is a personal connection she has

with you, as she attends to your personal needs. Out of great love

and in the same special humility

shown in her response to the

angel Gabriel, she offers herself

to you, to support your earthly

journey.  She is a perfect teacher

of how to love one another. Even

today, she spreads, through her

role as Mediatrix of the Church,

the good news of Christ. In her

humanity, she modeled the love

of a mother; in her divinity in

H e a v e n ,  Sh e  c o n t i n u e s

interceding for our very best

good. 

This May, brother and sisters, as

you engage in many activities,

please reflect on the connections

you have been able to form that

have been taught to you by your

Mother, both your natural one

and your Heavenly One. Give a

prayer of thanksgiving to God for

the beautiful gifts you have received because of them. In a

prayerful manner, see your hand held in Her hand and know you

are loved. There is absolutely nothing to compare with such deep

love. 

Mary, Our Mother: pray for us

St Francis of Assisi:  pray for us

Peace and All Good,

Carol Lieser Ofs 
Minister, Immaculata Fraternity

Spiritual Assistant, St Clare Fraternity 
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Minister General Tibor Kauser

Regional Information

Here are the nominees for the upcoming Los Tres Compañeros

Regional elections:

National and International Events

National Minister’s Easter Letter

General Minister encourages Franciscans to continue life of love,

service and leadership, following the example of Jesus Christ

Prot. 3455                                                                                                

               

Rome, Easter 2022.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Easter is the feast of joy, when the joy of the

resurrection fills our hearts with hope and

gratitude. It is more important than ever to

experience the depth of Easter and what is the true

joy of Easter for us, when we look around in the

world and see so many troubles around.

Sometimes it looks right to ask: how can we

discover the glory of God among so many

difficulties? What is our duty? How can we find

the joy of Easter?

We are facing many challenges. Many people all around the

world, including many of our sisters and brothers are living in

war, in food crisis, in water crisis, in financial crisis or hit by

natural disasters. Many are still suffering from the Covid-19

pandemic or from other diseases. All these things have caused

a financial crisis, that has hit the world. Besides this, what is not

less important, we are facing moral challenges, too. We have to

face such moral questions which we never had to answer before,

and as I said in the report of the CIOFS Presidency at the

General Chapter, we can see less divinity and therefore, less

humanity in the world. The fight between the good and the evil

is taking more and more time and space. What I invite you all

now is to remember that the ultimate victory can never be won

by evil. Christ has won the ultimate victory on the cross. This is

what we celebrate, and in spite of every difficulty, misery,

poverty and marginalization, illness and weakness, Easter is a

feast of joy, the feast of the glory of God. 

In human terms the glory of God is not a success story. When

Jesus died on the cross, there was only a small audience, no

applauds, no big catharsis except those who understood that the

glory of God is in the sacrifice, in the love, in becoming

“obedient to death, even death on a cross”1. In the end of the

story, however, it is not a failure but the best that could ever

happen, the resurrection, the new life. The glory of God is not

what we expect but what God wants to give us in his eternal

love. 

In this situation what we can see around us we shall do a lot of

things and many of us are doing a lot of important and good

things. We have to do our best to relieve the sufferings of those

being hit by war, by disasters, by poverty. I would like to say

thanks from the depth of my heart to all of those, who have

expressed their solidarity for our brothers and sisters in need

during these hard times. It is the sign of the true Franciscan

generosity and fraternal spirit. 

In the last General Chapter we discussed the topic of leadership.

It is a very important aspect of our life as being seculars, belonging

to an Order. In order to stay on the right path in leadership, now

in the time of Easter we have to fix our eyes on Jesus Christ, the

perfect leader. We can learn from him, how to be good servant

leaders. “I didn’t come to be served but to serve”2. We have to

learn how to help one another to live the secular Franciscan

vocation, how to live the faith in Him.

We often seek Jesus lifting our heads and looking upwards,

thinking that our leader has to be higher than we are. The truth is,

that we should look down, because Jesus is there, washing our

feet, right now. The tools of our leadership should

be the washbowl and the towel. All those of us,

who have the service of leadership, should not

want to be looked at up high, but should be looked

at down, while we are washing the feet of the

others. Who should be an example for others, has

to live from the example of Jesus. We should take

all aspects of the life of Jesus, including the service

of others, the deep personal contact with the

Father, the temptations, the persecution, even the cross.
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Otherwise, we are admirers who look at him from a distance but

not disciples. 

Let us bring the good news to the world! Let our fraternities be the

signs of this faith, hope and love, places of shining generosity of

offering our services freely, places like the opened arms of Jesus

welcoming and embracing everyone, places of deep prayerful

spirit and places of prophetic visions of our Christian and

Franciscan vocation! 

I invite all of you to fix our eyes to the cross, which is the symbol

of love: a sacrifice of love which endures until the death, and rises

to eternal life so that everyone may have eternal life. This is the

glory of God, and this is our hope. 

I wish you all a blessed Easter! 

Your brother and your minister 

Tibor Kauser 

CIOFS general minister ô

Preparing for Regional Elections

As you know, fraternity elections are slated for this summer. 

While the slate of candidates has already been developed (see

above), it should be noted that during the elections nominations

are always taken from the floor, so just because we now have a

slate of candidates, it is still possible for you to consider serving

the regional fraternity by being willing to become a member of the

council.

To help you prepare for these elections we have included the

elections process in this newsletter.  While these are for fraternity

elections, the Regional Elections are conducted similarly.

Los Tres Compañeros/The Three Companions Region

Conducting Fraternity Chapter of Elections

1. Fraternity Elections

a. Every three years

i. Fraternity should send Election Request to Regional

Minister 6 months prior to the election date.

ii. Regional Council/Fraternity select Date.

iii. Regional Minister/Council Appoint Election

Presider by letter to the fraternity.

b. References for fraternity elections are in the General

Constitutions, NaFra Statutes (See Section II) and

Regional Guidelines.

2. Fraternity conduct Nomination Process 120 days before the

election

a. This process is best completed with 2 names for each

office 60 days pre-Election

b. Newsletter and Fraternity meeting announcements to be

certain that all Professed members know and understand

c. Fraternity Council update membership roster. The

number of Active Professed members is the total

maximum number of individuals who may vote. 

Temporary professed members may vote and nominate,

but may NOT be nominated for office.

d. Fraternity Council identifies any membership issues in

sufficient time to make adjustments. This should be done

annually before the December Roster (usually the roster

that is used to calculate Fair Share Contribution to the

Region) is finalized.

e. Prepare list of Nominees for each office (Minister, Vice

Minister, Secretary, Treasurer, and Formation Director).

f. Send the list of Nominees to the Election Presider 2

months prior to the election.

g. Fraternity Minister and Council assure an Audit of the

Treasurer’s records, specifically the Fraternity Common

Fund/Bank account(s) Fund by 2-3 professed members

not currently serving on the Council. The report of the

Audit is signed by those preparing it and a copy sent to

the Regional Minister for the Regional files and a copy is

kept in the fraternity files. This is for the safety for the

fraternity and the treasurers who serve. It is found in our

SFO Constitutions. This must be done prior to the

election of a new Treasurer. 

Pre-election Activities by the Fraternity

h. The monthly newsletter that is published in the month of

the elections should be very specific as to the date, time,

and the fact that an Election will be held and provide the

names of the nominees (two for each office).

i. The Fraternity Minister should contact the Election

Presider and discuss the process, any particular items the

Presider might need, his/her travel arrangements, and

other general topics concerning the Election.

j. The Fraternity should remember that the Presider may

have travel arrangements that require funding.  Financial

assistance from the Fraternity is the generally accepted

practice.

k. The Fraternity should prepare paper ballots in sufficient

quantity for 2-3 ballots per office.

l. The Fraternity should prepare a file for all the records

and documents from the election. This should include a

place to keep the used ballots.

3. Election Activities at the Fraternity

a. Prepare an Agenda for the Elective Chapter

i. The singularly important event for this meeting is

the Election

ii. Other activities (initial formation, social) are

appropriate, but the Election is the focus of the

meeting.

b. The Fraternity Minister/Election Presider opens the

meeting with the appropriate prayers in the Ritual for

the Chapter of Elections. A Friar Witness should be

present.

c. The Fraternity Minister steps aside and the Election

Presider runs the Election

d. The Election Presider will call the roll of the Fraternity

using the Roster prepared by the Fraternity Council.  The

number of active professed and active temporary

members in attendance will be determined and that is

the number eligible to vote. This number must be a
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Quorum of the fraternity. The number that equals 51% of

this number of voting members is calculated and

displayed on the visible surface. Remember Temporary

Professed members cannot be nominated or elected to

office

e. The Presider will need two individuals (professed

members) to be the Election Tellers. These individuals

ballot.

f. The Presider will need an individual to be the Election

Secretary. This may be the individual who was the

Nominations Chair or one of the Fraternity Council. It is

not usually a good idea for the Minister to do this job.

g. The Election Secretary will need a surface (Dry Erase

Board or chalk board) upon which to write the names of

the nominees for each office and the ballot tally.

h. The Election Presider will generally ask that anyone not

eligible to vote sit in a section removed from the voting

members.

i. The Presider may post someone at the door to the

election hall to control entry/exit. If a voting member

exits – the number required to elect a nominee may

change.

j. Each ballot is conducted in turn starting with the

Minister, then Vice Minister, then Formation Director,

then Secretary, then Treasurer.

k. The Presider will open Nominations from the floor for

the respective office, and the Election Secretary will write

the names of those already nominated for that office on

the Dry Erase Board. The Presider will generally demand

that there be at least 2 nominees for each office and will

maintain “open nominations” until 2 are received. See

General Constitutions Article 82 for those offices that are

incompatible. An individual may not be nominated for

a fraternity office for which they are not compatible.

l. The Presider will ask three (3) times if there are any

additional nominations 

m. The Presider will close nominations. (Note: If a Nominee

is absent for good reason the election may proceed with

that nominee on the ballot.) 

n. The tellers will count out (aloud) the number of ballots

for the Office to be elected. The number must equal the

number of active professed members that answered the

roll call.

o. The tellers will pass out the ballots to those eligible to

vote.

p. Voting is accomplished for the office under

consideration.

q. The tellers will collect the ballots.

r. The tellers will re-count (aloud) the ballots. If the count

is more that the posted number of voting members the

ballot is not valid and must be re-done. If the count is

less than the posted number of voting members the

Presider and Election Secretary may attempt to find the

missing ballot or invalidate the vote and proceed to do it

over.

s. The tellers will read each ballot. Any ballots that are not

readable or have other defects will probably be declared

invalid by the Presider 

t. The Elections Secretary will tally on the visible surface

the votes as they are read aloud for each of the nominees

for the office. Abstentions are counted with actual

ballots. The total number must equal the number of

voting members in the Chapter.

u. In order to be elected the nominee must receive 51% of

the eligible votes. In the election for an office where there

are more than two nominees it may require more than

one ballot to achieve this result. IF a Minister or Vice

Minister is running for a third term that person must

receive a 2/3 majority of the ballots on the FIRST ballot to

be elected (See General Constitutions Article 79).

v. When a nominee has received the appropriate number of

votes to be elected the Election Secretary and Presider

reads the appropriate passages from the Ritual and the

individual states that they will serve in the office. (Note:

If a Nominee who was absent from the election for a

good reason is elected, that person must within 8 days

notify the Fraternity Minister and confirm that they

accept the office.)

w. A similar balloting process is followed for each office

until all council members are elected and have each

accepted the result.

x. The Election Presider may ask the fraternity to vote on

destruction of the ballots. This is usually accomplished

immediately if there were no issues raised during the

election.

y. The Presider than usually closes the Election Proceedings

with the appropriate passages from the Ritual.

z. The Presider then usually asks the Fraternity

membership to congratulate the newly elected council. 

aa. Complete all documentation – i.e. the tally

sheet/report  of the election that is a listing of all the

newly elected council. It is signed in two (2) copies by the

Election Presider, the Election Secretary, the two (2)

election tellers (Scrutineers) and the Friar witness. GET

PICTURES.

4. Completion of Election by the Fraternity

a. The usual Fraternity Social should follow the election.

b. The old and the new Fraternity Council should discuss

the date for their meeting to transfer duties and

documents.

c. Do not forget the monetary stipend for the Election

Presider. The former Fraternity Treasurer should have

that check ready (if a new treasurer is elected that person

is not yet authorized to sign checks). 

d. The Fraternity Minister and Election Secretary should be

certain that all election materials and documentation are

properly taken care of. Some one (probably the newly

elected Minister, but this could be the Election Secretary)

will need to get appropriate copies of documents for

distribution. If there is a change in council members

authorized to sign checks (usually the Treasurer and one

other) then all bank records, signature cards, etc must be

changed.  All these activities should be accomplished

before the next regular meeting of the fraternity.

e. The Election file should contain:

i. The letter appointing the Election Presider
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ii. The list of nominees

iii. The Signed Election Tally Sheet/Report (The Election

Presider should retain one copy and the other is left

for the fraternity to include in the complete report).

iv. Copy of the Fraternity Roster that was used to

determine the voting members and the quorum. 

v. List of the elected council members, and the office to

which they were elected and their addresses,

telephone and e-mail addresses.

vi. The fraternity either keeps the ballots and destroys

at a later date Usually 6 months) or as in a vote

indicated in 4x above may immediately destroy the

ballots.

vii. Any other documents or correspondence that may

pertain.  Items e i-v should be compiled by the

fraternity, usually the newly elected Minister, copied and copies

sent to: 

viii. Original for Regional Minister’s Files ( perhaps a

second copy too for the Regional Secretary) 

ix. Copy for Fraternity Minster/Fraternity files 

x. Copy for Election Presider

xi. Copy for Provincial Spiritual Assistant

Franciscan Saints Calendar
Source: Five Franciscan Martyrs Regional Website,  

http://www.franciscan-sfo.org/sts/saints0.htm

 MAY

3  Bl. Arthur Bell, Henry Heath, John Woodcock, et al., priests,

martyrs of England, I Ord.

7  Bl. Agnellus of Pisa, religious, I Ord.

8 Bl. Jeremiah of Valacchia, religious, I Ord..

9 St. Catherine of Bologna, virgin, II Ord.

10 St. Ivo of Brittany, III Ord.

11 St. Ignatius of Laconi, religious, I Ord.

Bl. Antonio of St. Anne Galvoa, I Ord., founder

12 St. Leopold Mandic, priest, I Ord.

16 St. Margaret of Cortona, III Ord.

17 St. Paschal Baylon, religious, I Ord.

18 St. Felix of Cantalice, religious,  I Ord.

19 St. Crispin of Viterbo, religious, I Ord.

St. Theophilus of Corte, priest, I Ord.

20 St. Bernardine of Siena, priest, I Ord. 

24 Dedication of the Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi

28 St. Mariana of Jesus de Paredes, virgin, III Ord.

30 Bl. Baptista Varano, virgin, II Ord.

St. Ferdinand, king, III Ord.

Fraternity Members with Profession Dates in May

5/29/1991 Immaculata Fraternity was canonically established.

Saint In Focus

King Saint Ferdinand is depicted in art as a crowned knight with

a greyhound. He is dressed royal regalia, cross on his breast, and

the dog at his feet (Roeder). He is the patron saint of persons in

authority (rulers, governors, magistrates, etc.)--a result of his wise

appointments; the poor and prisoners (over whom such persons

rule); engineers (a result of his technical military skills), and the

Spanish army.

(Attwater)

The following article, also about King Ferdinand, originated from

the Catholic Encyclopedia and can be found here:

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06042a.htm

King of Leon and Castile, member of the Third Order of St.

Francis, born in 1198 near Salamanca; died at Seville, 30 May,

1252. He was the son of Alfonso IX, King of Leon, and of

Berengeria, the daughter of Alfonso III, King of Castile, and sister

of Blanche, the mother of St. Louis IX.

In 1217 Ferdinand became King of Castile, which crown his

mother renounced in his favour, and in 1230 he succeeded to the

crown of Leon, though not without civil strife, since many were

opposed to the union of the two kingdoms. He took as his

counsellors the wisest men in the State, saw to the strict

administration of justice, and took the greatest care not to

overburden his subjects with taxation, fearing, as he said, the

curse of one poor woman more than a whole army of Saracens.

Following his mother's advice, Ferdinand, in 1219, married

Beatrice, the daughter of Philip of Swabia, King of Germany, one

of the most virtuous princesses of her time. God blessed this union

with seven children: six princes and one princess. 

The highest aims of Ferdinand's life were the propagation of the

Faith and the liberation of Spain from the Saracen yoke. Hence his

continual wars against the Saracens. He took from them vast

territories, Granada and Alicante alone remaining in their power

at the time of his death. In the most important towns he founded

bishoprics, reestablished Catholic worship everywhere, built

Miniature of Saint King Ferdinand III of Seville, from the manuscript Índice de

los Privilegios reales, 13th century, the cathedral of Santiago de Compostela.  The

lion and the church are symbols of his reign.
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churches, founded monasteries, and

endowed hospitals. The greatest joys of his

life were the conquests of Cordova (1236) and

Seville (1248). He turned the great mosques of

these places into cathedrals, dedicating them

to the Blessed Virgin. He watched over the

conduct of his soldiers, confiding more in

their virtue than in their valour, fasted strictly

himself, wore a rough hairshirt, and often

spent his nights in prayer, especially before

battles. Amid the tumult of the camp he lived

like a religious in the cloister. The glory of the

Church and the happiness of his people were

the two guiding motives of his life. He

founded the University of Salamanca, the

Athens of Spain. Ferdinand was buried in the

great cathedral of Seville before the image of the Blessed Virgin,

clothed, at his own request, in the habit of the Third Order of St.

Francis. His body, it is said, remains incorrupt. Many miracles

took place at his tomb, and Clement X canonized him in 1671. His

feast is kept by the Minorites on the 30th of May.

APA citation. Heckmann, F. (1909). St. Ferdinand III. In The

Catholic Encyclopedia. New York: Robert Appleton Company.

Retr ieved  Apr i l  14 ,  2 01 0  f rom New Advent:

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06042a.htm

MLA citation. Heckmann, Ferdinand. "St. Ferdinand III." The

Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. 6. New York: Robert Appleton

C o m p a n y ,  1 9 0 9 .  1 4  A p r .  2 0 1 0

<http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06042a.htm>.

Ecclesiastical approbation. Nihil Obstat. September 1, 1909. Remy

Lafort, Censor. Imprimatur. +John M. Farley, Archbishop of New

York. ô

Special Articles

The St. Clare Inn Continues its Mission

The St. Clare Inn Vision

"St. Clare Inn will provide a network of nurturing places where

women will successfully transition into the broader society,

through a community model of supportive care."

Toronto (Ontario) - On

a sunny Sunday

afternoon in 2007,

merriment could be

heard from one of the

houses on a residential

s t r e e t  n e a r  t h e

Donlands Avenue and

O ’ C o n n o r  D r i v e

i n t e r s e c t i o n  i n

Toronto's East York

neighborhood. The

house - a freshly

painted two story structure with a large living room, five

bedrooms, and a thriving garden - was full of men and women

sipping cups of tea and munching on delicious scones. Everyone

was truly in an ebullient mood because after a great deal of work

the house was finally ready to open in its new incarnation as the

St. Clare Inn.

But this was not really the beginning of the St. Clare Inn. Since

January 2007, the inn had been welcoming single women

between the ages of 35 and 60 who had been homeless and

suffered from mental health issues to a small two bedroom house

in another part of East York. The women had the opportunity to

live in the house for one year with full social help as they worked

to rebuild their lives as independent members of the community.

Right from the beginning, applications to the St. Clare Inn

exceeded its capacity. The Friends of Francis group - an

organization of parishioners from the Franciscan Church of St.

Bonaventure (Toronto. Ontario), which had founded the St. Clare

Inn, along with its director, Friar Tom Purcell (a Conventual

Franciscan) - decided that a new sturdier and larger facility was

needed if the St. Clare Inn was to continue fulfilling its mission far

into the future. With help from parishioners, the Conventual

Franciscan Order, and various other benevolent institutions, the

new house has now became a reality. It is not an exaggeration to

say that every act of generosity from donations of furniture, to

volunteers painting walls, to financial help, and so on has helped

in the establishment of this home as the new St. Clare Inn.

The origins of the St. Clare

Inn are mired in tragedy. On

a bitterly frigid night in 2000,

a homeless woman named

Julie was trying to survive

into the next day by hiding

in a bus shelter near the

aforementioned Franciscan

Church of St. Bonaventure.

When the second police

cruiser checked up on Julie,

she was already suffering

from hypothermia and

malnutrition. The officers in the car took Julie to the hospital

where even the best doctors could not help her. The woman died

that very same night.

Hearing about this avoidable death right on their doorstep, the St.

Bonaventure community reared into action and began the work

that would ensure another such death would not happen again.

More information on St. Claire Inn can be found at their website:

http://www.stclareinn.org/

ô

Ongoing Formation Self Study 

See the Rule Reflections at the end of the newsletter

Prayer Intentions

Statue of Ferdinand

III of Castile, the

Saint (1155–1214) by

Giovan Domenico Olivieri, 

1750-1753, the Sabatin i

Gardens, MadridPhoto by

Louis Garcia.

St. Claire Inn, a residential facility in Toronto.

St. Claire Inn in Toronto during an open

house.
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Pope Francis prayer intentions for May:

 Faith-Filled Young People:  We pray for all young people,

called to live life to the fullest; may they see in Mary’s life the

way to listen, the depth of discernment, the courage that faith

generates, and the dedication to service.

For the needs of our Fraternity members
• Continued recovery of Carol Lieser.

For our Deceased Members

• For all the Secular Franciscans that have died this year,

that the Lord might raise up, from the example of their

lives, new members that are willing to live the Gospel in

the footsteps of St. Francis.

SFO Rule Excerpts
By Fr. John Sullivan

REVIEWING THE SFO RULE, article by article, with associated

questions for sharing.  Website from which this article came:

http://www.thefriars.org/SFO/index.html

- compiler, Fr. John Sullivan, ofm - 2004 

Note: The discussion questions, marked (SHF) were developed by

members of Sacred Heart Fraternity, which were created to

supplement Fr. Sullivan’s comments.

Consideration of Article 22 from Chapter  III,    Life in Fraternity

22. The local fraternity is to be established canonically.  It

becomes the basic unit of the whole Order and a visible sign

of the Church, the community of love.  This should be the

privileged place for developing a sense of Church and the

Franciscan vocation and for enlivening the apostolic life of its

members.

Questions for Reflection and discussion:

(SHF) Do I see the following of my vocation to the SFO as a call

from God?

(SHF) Do I recognize that my attendance at meetings is a gift

from God and a necessary part of my responsibility to

Him?

(SHF) How is a local fraternity established?  (SHF) What are the

steps necessary to form a new fraternity?

(SHF) Where can I go to find this information?

(SHF) What does it mean to be established canonically?  (SHF)

What does that entail?

Praying with our father Francis

Finding INSPIRATION in the WRITINGS of St. Francis – a Sharing

Guide

Excerpts from a compilation by Fr. John Sullivan, ofm – 2004

We have been reviewing Francis’ writings, and now we begin an

8 part series on the ‘Key Virtues’ as produced by Fr. Sullivan.  This

is the 8th part of this series.

KEY VIRTUES for St. Francis of Assisi

Reflection 8:  Holy Obedience

 14Holy Obedience overcomes all personal preferences,

corporal and carnal,

and limits his mortified body

to the obedience of the spirit

and to the obedience of his brother;

15and he is subject and submissive to all people who are in the world;

16and not only to people, but also to all the beasts and wild animals,

so that they might do to him whatever they should wish,

as long as it is given to them from the Lord.

Here is the sixth Franciscan virtue, Obedience, highlighted by St.

Francis for our efforts to put on Christ. 

During the years of his early conversion, during the years he was

pursuing knighthood, Francis Bernardone was confronted with

the call of the Lord:  “Whom is it better to serve, the servant or the

master?”  Francis quickly realized “The master, of course”.  So he

was challenged with: “Then why are you serving the servant?” 

This understanding had a life-long impact on Francis’ spiritual life

– and hopefully on ours today.

Obedience is not just a virtue for children, and not just for those

who profess religious vows. 

Obedience needs to be

recognized as a virtue to be

practiced by everyone of us. 

We should note that here in

this meditation text St.

Francis says nothing about

“vows”, such as the vow of

obedience to a superior. 

(Background information: 

Vows in religious life are

not taken to one’s ‘brothers’

nor to ‘creatures’, but to a

superior.)

In the Letter to the Hebrews (10:7-9), the inspired author instructs

us:

“Then I said, ‘As is written of me in the scroll,

behold, I come to do your will, O God.’

First, he says, “Sacrifices and offerings, holocausts and

sin offers, you neither desired nor delighted in.”  

These are offered according to the law. 

Then he says, “Behold, I come to do your will.”

Here is the core of the virtue of obedience.

 

The Sacrifice of Isaac by Caravaggio, 1601-02, Oil on

canvas, 104 x 135 cm, Galleria degli Uffizi, Florence
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Agony in the Garden by Sandro Botticelli, c. 1500, Tempera on panel, 53 x 35 cm, Museo de la Capilla Real,

Granada

In his Second Letter to the Faithful, Francis writes: 

#47:  “We must never desire to be above others, but, instead, we

must be servants and subject to every human creature for God’s

sake.” 

#51-53:  “We are spouses when the faithful soul is united by the

Holy Spirit to our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are brothers, moreover,

when we do the will of His Father Who is in heaven; mothers

when we carry Him in our heart and body through love and a

pure and sincere conscience; and give Him birth through a holy

activity, which must shine before others by example.”

#8-13:  “Then He prayed to His Father, saying: Father, if it can be

done, let this cup pass from me. 

And His sweat became as drops

of blood falling on the ground. 

Nevertheless, He placed His will

in the will of His Father, saying:

Father, let Your will be done; not

as I will, but as You will.  His

Father’s will was such that His

blessed and glorious Son, Whom

He gave to us and Who was born

for us, should offer Himself

through His own blood as a

sacrifice and oblation on the altar

of the cross: not for Himself

through Whom all things were

made, but for our sins, leaving us

an example that we might follow

His footprints.”

(While St. Francis wrote his

Admonitions 2 & 3 for the friars

in vows, i t reveals his

wholehearted embrace of this

virtue and might prove to be

inspirational to read over.)

Obedience to the Gospel set the

tone for St. Francis’ approach to

life itself.  And it is at the core of

the SFO Rule.  This obedience

acknowledges God’s original

Lordship.  People who study St.

Francis’ writings observe that

obedience is the most mentioned

virtue.

Such obedience acknowledges and accepts accountability.  Your

SFO profession is a public promise to be faithful to what is

explained in your SFO Rule and its concomitant General

Constitutions.  Accountability to implement the SFO Rule in our

lives is our daily challenge.

Some of the blessings of the spirit of true obedience are to create

harmony and teamwork.  This is that closeness already revealed

by St. Luke in giving us the four marks of the early Christians, as

described in Acts 2:42.  Hopefully these four marks continue to be

fulfilled in our lives today.

Francis speaks of being obedient to:  the spirit, to his brother, to all

peoples, to all creatures.  How is this possible, or even reasonable?

Please take time to read in the SFO Rule, art. 2 & 10 (for later, also

check 6, 14, 17, 21, 22, 23).  These highlight some of the

responsibilities to be fulfilled in the SFO way of life.  Like St.

Francis do we dare “to put on Christ” with these six virtues?

Q1. Is “calling people to be accountable to their responsibilities”

1-  a form of domination …or of love? 

2-  a form of control or

required by the virtue of

obedience?

Q2. Is this accountability issue

also applicable to our SFO

fraternities?  …and to our

SFO Rule?  How?

Q3. Is “calling to accountability”

a part of the role of “servant

leaders”?

Q4. Is fidelity still a virtue?

Q5. What is the danger of

“legalism”?

Q6. What do I promise to do and

live as an SFO?

Q7. How should we take time to

pray and  re f lec t  to

internalize rules and

policies?

Q8. What are some of your

experienced SFO reactions in

recent years to SFO Regional

& NAFRA policies?

Q9. How does my Baptism call

me to obedience?

In closing:

Q. Now that we have reviewed all six of the Virtues that St.

Francis holds before us, am I really committed to work at

practicing ALL six?

Tentative Fraternity Annual Calendar

The following calendar is tentative and will be finalized in the

June Newsletter.  Suggestions?  Talk to any council member.

Immaculata  Fraternity Newsletter Page 9 May 2022



Immaculata  Fraternity Newsletter Page 10 May 2022


	Action Items for Immaculata Fraternity
	Current Events
	Minister’s Letter
	Regional Information
	National and International Events
	National Minister’s Easter Letter

	Preparing for Regional Elections
	Conducting Fraternity Chapter of Elections

	Franciscan Saints Calendar
	Saint In Focus

	Special Articles
	The St. Clare Inn Continues its Mission

	Prayer Intentions
	SFO Rule Excerpts
	Praying with our father Francis
	Tentative Fraternity Annual Calendar


